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o NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY
CENTRAL SECURITY SERVICE

FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, MARYLAND 20755

Serial: NOO78
26 January 1976
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRINCIPAL DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY
OF DEFENSE (INTELLIGENCE)

SUBJECT: Senate Select Commlttee Queries to NSA Concernlng
the Warren Commission

Reference your letter dated 14 January 1976 transmitting
a request from Mr. Alton Quanbeck of the Senate Select
Committee Staff. The following information is provided in
response to Mr. Quanbeck's letter, keyed by paragraph to
his letter (inclosed - see underlined portions). Most of
the information was made available to the SSC Staff, Mr. =
Jim Johnson, during an interview with Dr. Louls Tordella
on 20 January 1976.

Para. 1. - NSA requested permission to retain
photocopies of those ‘reports on which we had worked merely
as record copies of our efforts on behalf of the Commission.
It was felt that if a questlon should arise at that time
concerning what analytic efforts had been involved and the
number of manhours expended, a record copy would prove useful.
No operational use was made of these documents except to
hold them on file for a period of time which cannot now be
determined. To the best of our present knowledge, the photo-
copies have now been destroyed. Absolutely no results
relevant to the assassination were obtained through NSA's
analytic look at the exhibits. The Commission, in the person
of Mr. Allan Dulles, had asked Dr. Tordella, informally, to
review the exhibits for any secret writing or codes which.
‘might have been contained in the documents. Dr. Tordella,
after causing ‘a careful review of the documents by NSA crypt-
analysts, reported verbally to Mr. Dulles and other Commission
- members that nothing whatsoever had been achieved by the
analytic effort. No written reply was submitted. :
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Para. 2. - NSA is uncertain as to what is precisely
meant by these comments, but we assume that the comments on
names refer to our biographic files which are maintained on
foreign personalities of potential intelligence significance.
As the Committee knows, these biographic files are maintained
(now at CIA incidentally) as analytic support.- It is also
possible that the Commission was referring to the fact that
names are frequently seen in traffic collected for foreign
intelligence purposes and therefore NSA might have access
to foreign names not otherwise available to the Intelligence
_Community.

Para. 3. - It may well be that CIA did obtain such
transmissions and pass them to NSA for analysis, but no one
presently working that analytic area recalls such a request.
Discussions with Dr. Tordella also failed to shed any light ‘
on this subject. There are no files or records which we have
been able to locate from that time frame which would sub-
stantiate such a claim. In fact, the only file the responsible
analytic group has been able to locate concerning a request

- from the Warren Commission deals with a file compiled from
open sources citing major dates in the last months of Oswald's
life. Presumably the date file was to be compared with NSA
product on/about the key dates in the hope that something
could be deduced. The file does not contain any "hits."

The analysts who performed this effort have since retired.

Para. 4. - The informal request from Mr. Dulles is
the known total extent of NSA's role in assisting in the
investigation. The file discussed in Paragraph 3 is the only
file thus far recovered. There is no information which can
‘now be identified which was developed from Cuban or Soviet
‘transmissions relating to the assassination.

Para. 5. - We have no information on this subject .
at all. However, pursuant to the subject raised during the
Tordella interview, we have searched our files manually,
and as Mr. Lowman agreed during the Tordella interview, we
have recovered three product reports (Inclosures 2 through
4) which show that Cuban military forces did go on alert
immediately after the assassination. There is no SIGINT
evidence, however, that the Cuban forces were alerted prior
to the assassination, thereby suggesting that they had prior
knowledge of the event.
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Para. 6. - No hard copy material of any kind was
provided to the Commission (see Para. 1)

W S

DAVID D.  LOWMA
Special Assistant
_ to the Director
for Congressional Reviews

4 Incls:
a/s
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SELECT COMMITTEE TO .
STUDY GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS WITH
RESPECT TO INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES

(PURSUANT TO S. RES, 21, MTH CONGRESS) '

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

BARRY GOLDWATER, ART.
CNAF’LES MC €. MATHIAS, JR,, M
RICHARD S. SCHWEIKER, PA,

LY B

WILLIAM G. MILLER, STAFF DIRECTOR
FREDERICK A, O. SCHWARZ, JR., CHIEF COUNSEL
CURTIS R. SMOTHERS, MINORITY COUNSEL.

January 13, 1976

Mr. Thomas K. Latimer ;
Special Assistant to the Secretary
U. S. Department of Defense
Washington, D. C. 20301

Dear Tom:

In connection with the Select Committee's investigation of
the assassination of President Kennedy, we earlier received —
answers to certain questions put to NSA. Since then we have
examined other material pertaining to NSA's contribution to
the Warren Commission's investigation and we desire further in-

formation from NSA.

By way of background for this request, we note the Warren

‘Commission provided NSA various documents and asked NSA to re-

view them for any cryptological significance. NSA found no
cryptological significance and its report of this fact was pub-

lished by the Commission.

1. By letter of Jﬁly 10, 1964, (a copy of which is attached)

Mr. Rankin provided General Blake a co of certain document
requested by Dr. Tordella for NSA's files. Since NSA's analysis
of the documents was apparently completed at the time of Rankin's
{etter , we wish to know why NSA wanted to keep these documents
for its file. Further, we wish to know what use, if any, was

made of these documents and what results relevant to the assassina-
tion were obtained from such use. ' Ce

2. In a Commission staff internal memorandum, discussing the
documents provided NSA, it is reported that NSA is "primarily
interested in names," and NSA claims it has "information on names
which the CIA does not have." Assuming these statements are dac-
curate, we wish to know what ‘significance such names would have -
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Mr. Thomas X. Latlmer_L,‘

January 13, 1976 =

Page Two ‘

Lo NHA and what 1nformat10n,on names NSA had that CIA did not.
If nanmes had significance, what names did NSA use in its analysis?

3 We are informed that CIA obtained transmissions from the
Soviet Embassy in Mexico City for November or December 1963 and .
that it may have passed these to NSA for ana1y51s Did NSA re-.
ceive these transmissions or any transmissions relevant to the
assassination inquiry? Did it analyze them? What were_ the re-

_sults of its analysis? -

4, We are interested in 1earning the extent of NSA's role in
a531st1ng in the investigation of the assassination. 1In that
connection, please inform the Committee the extent of NSA files
relating to _the assassination. Please provide the staff of the
Committee access to those files. Please provide the staff with
-a summary of all information NSA developed from Cuban or Soviet

transmLSSLOns relating to the assassination.

5. We have been inf ormed that after the assassination the
Cuban government instructed its embassies and consulates to re-
turn aZL’i files on Oswald to Cuba.. What information does NSA
have on whethex such 1nstructlons were issued? o

6. In connection with the answers to questions & and 5, please
indicate whether such material was provided the Warren CommlSSIOn

and Erov*de copies of all documents ev1denc1ng that fact,

n " We ould appreciate recelving a response to these . questlonS’
as soon a2s possible and to expedite this inquiry we are sendlng
a copy of this letter to Mr. Foster of NSA. _

Slncerely,
Alton H. Quanbeck'v
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oot port Geerge U, Ticade, daryland

JUL

Lieutenant, General Gordon A, Blake, U. 5. A F., .
Dicector, fMatlonal Secupity fAzency

-3 :
Kt foid -‘!«,./-

Dear General Blake:

e,

Tl

-
< a

~

UM ce: Mr. Redkin

"Mr. Willens
Mr. Mosk

A

Y

10 1364

- In regard to Dr. Tordello's request, the Hatlunal
S curity Agency is authorized to keep for 4ts flle the fsllowing
photographic copies of items which havo been used by the

(1)
()
- 3)

(&)

S (5)

(6)
(7

Ve s ._f. Couisivsion in its investigation: .. .

Commission.Exhibit 31

Commizsion Exhibit 15
Comnission Exhibit 10%

Cormission Exhibit i8

P. B. I. items 137, 152

"F. B, I. itemas A2, A-6

,Typeurittenriersicn of Cormission Exhibit 24 -

Thank you for the cooperatlion and asslstance you '
Lave rendered the Conmission. L

‘8incerely,

SIGHED

J. Lee Rankin

General Counsel A
. K SRR}
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“The alert- in O*iente Province (see 2/04___}1{196-63) 18 be-
lieved to be termipated.. 1Thé alert,  apparently ‘prompted by.
*.Preéidant KE BOY's death on” 22 November, was ppssibly pre-?
+7 schodaled: to terminata on 23 ﬁoveﬁher.r‘There have ‘béen ‘two onder
-g"‘which Suggesc chnt ths 'lertuwas déstzned to bL concluded on

L. i

A Lo
Lo ,"

: P 1,1) Access to'the Coabta‘ Observation Post at Punta -
j Eﬂisi (20-15N 74~05W) - was: “restricted until’ 25 Kavember becquse
of the alert (see 21Q31|:]n66,-63),,md Bl _

2) Subordiﬂa:es of Bénes, Peadquarters Eastern Naval o
Dletrict, were to .receiyve. furrter srders on tha 23th, presumablyﬁ”
© concemming their. alert’ status (2[01[::]ﬂ196-63), no’ such orders
have beeﬂ roted in cgamunicat‘ons g :

Further”re~erencea ln in*ercepted communi=
0222_ on 23 Novemaer (ZIQSﬂ[::]R667 63)

the Observation'“

The:e have ugen no
cations to the a‘ert since

It is nossible tha- the *escrlcted éccess )
- Post at Purta Halsi extends to other Observnti n Tosts in- Oriente: . :.
Prclince such as reported on 23 \ovemhet when Flrst Army Coastal
© ghservation Posts were p‘aced in an alcrt .status
51.38-67) , eud that the rcstriccxon was

Jvemaer by all those pos:s.' _j,

Cent 2 ‘pl
(ru)\'J

"

25}

inoicarian cnat the a»ert has toranated is chs fact
Kivy was engaped in’an island-wlide communications
Neseber. It 1S c¢nsxdered unlikely that such an

cunductcd unuet alert corditions. *

Further
that tha Cualan
exerclise on 25
exetcise would be

r-:eferexrea to the alert status

Gua) units which was first ob-
111 CRAF and Soviet

reormal durlng this

- ' ”herc tava been o furtre
of the (D ?crceﬂt gantiago e
serssd op 21 Movember (2/5L {__Jp05-62
‘Forces Cuba comamunicoeions appear to be
pezlod, 22-28 Yovenher - 1963
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